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Sir Christopher Wren. I have already apologized in my
Anecdotes for attempting an account of him, as 1 could add
nothing to what has already been written on this article.

When I began your letter, Sir, I own I was alarmed.
The caution I have used on modern artists, lest 1 should
give a moment's pain to their families, is evident. It has
occasioned the latter volumes of my work being moro dry*
and perhaps less amusing than the former. It has even
made me stop before I had completed my plan, because, to
say the truth, there are exceedingly few of the latter painters
on whom it is possible to bestow just panegyric, and 1 can*
not sacrifice my veracity in compliment to their descendants.
But when I had finished your letter, my apprehension was
in great measure removed, as the little I have said in dis-
praise of Sir Christopher cannot, I think, Sir, reasonably
give you any uneasiness.

I have said in my book, where I certainly did not mean
to flatter him or you, that he was a genius, I have not said*
nor can say consistently with truth, that he was faultless*
Methinks even the few objections I have made to Mm
confirm the encomiums, A general panegyric always poses
for such, and does no honour to the person extolled*
Criticism mixed with approbation is apt to make both
appear sincere, though the former may not be just My
criticisms on Sir Christopher are given, and could not be
given otherwise, but as matters of opinion, I am no
standard of judgement. The sole questions on the articles
of taste will be whether Sir Christopher or I know best
what taste is. Weigh so inconsiderable a judgement as
mine, Sir,' against Sir Christopher's, and you will icon be
easy on that head.

You say, Sir, that it appears a paradox to you that a great
genius should want true taste. Give me leave to differ with
you, and to give you my reasons. So far from beingre  of Joseph Ames'
